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UM FRATERNITIES AGREE TO GO "DRY" 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana’s All Greek Council has agreed to ban alcohol from all 
fraternity houses, except in the private rooms of members who are of legal drinking age.
Drew Way, president of the All Greek Council, said members agreed to the basic ground 
rules -- no alcohol in any common area or on the grounds of fraternity houses -  late Wednesday 
night, but some details have yet to be worked out. UM sorority houses already have a no-alcohol 
policy.
"We no longer wish to be known for alcohol and partying," he said. "That’s not our main 
focus. And we don’t want to attract members for whom drinking and partying is the main focus. 
We want the focus to be on our basic principles of tradition, brotherhood and sisterhood, and 
philanthropy."
"We also want to be good neighbors," he said, noting that parties at fraternity houses have 
created problems for residents of the University area.
Greek System alcohol policy has been under discussion for years, but assault reports near 
fraternity houses earlier this month brought the issue to a head, Dean of Students Barbara 
Hollmann said.
"I’m very pleased that the leaders of the Greek System realize the seriousness of the
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problems caused by alcohol in their houses," Hollmann said, "and we look forward to working 
together to implement and enforce this new policy."
"I know this is a significant change for the houses," she said. "This has not been an easy 
process or decision, and I appreciate the time and effort and good intentions of the leaders."
Issues yet to be worked out involve whether, and under what circumstances, alcohol will be 
allowed at special fraternity events, Way said. Of particular interest, he said, is the tradition of 
Homecoming open houses where champagne is served to alumni. Another issue yet to be decided 
is whether Greek houses could hire a licensed vendor to dispense alcohol at special "formal date 
functions" for members and their dates, he said.
Those issues will be resolved later this semester, he said, but in the meantime Hollmann 
has agreed to grant an exception to the alcohol ban next month for Homecoming events that are 
already planned.
m
Contacts: Drew Way, 243-4236 or 721-7564; Barbara Hollmann, 243-5225, and Greek Life 
Adviser Lynda Butler, 243-2005.
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